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his features, the delicacy and length of his hands, the
serenity of his eyes and the great dignity of his bearing.
The first thing that I noticed was the extreme rapidity of
his mind.
If he had been a European, it would have been compre-
hensible ; but I was somebody whom he had never met
before. He had only been to England once, years ago,
and he did not know many Englishmen besides Barton, his
old administrative adviser De Halpert, and Collier, his
banker. He answered every question as freely as if he had
known me all his life : there was none that he refused to meet.
He spoke without hesitation and without any correction :
quickly, with the authoritative voice of a logician. He had
an immensely able mind, and he knew his own views to
the last detail.
July was the month after Mr. Eden had visited Rome and
made the Zeyla offer. The parties to the dispute, England,
France and Italy (Ethiopia did not count), were being asked
by England to discuss the " Ethiopian question " on the
basis of the 1906 Treaty relative to Ethiopia, to which they
were the signatories. Under this treaty Ethiopia was divided
into three economic spheres under the three powers.
The object of this manoeuvre was to save the face of the
League before the League had been given a chance to expose
it.
If England particularly, and France after her, could
prevail upon Italy to accept a big slice of Ethiopia instead
of the whole, then they could together put pressure upon
the Emperor not to lay the dispute before the League, The
Emperor was determined to resist such pressure, and that
was the significance of the interview which he gave to
The Times.
He bore himself, then as ever, as the perfect diplomat,
ready on occasion with a thrusting phrase. Unwilling to
offend a nation which might one day be his ally, he chose
not to denounce the 1906 Treaty as a means. On the other
hand, he showed clearly that its machinery could not
work by definining the limited concessions that he was
prepared to make.
My shorthand notes of the dialogue perished in the sack
of Addis Ababa in May, 1936. I have only the more formal
report in The Times.

